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                                       BRIDGNORTH & DISTRICT WALKING CLUB  

                                                     

The Annual General Meeting of the Bridgnorth & District Walking Club will be 
held on Thursday 22nd November 2018 at Bridgnorth Library 7.20pm for 7.30pm 

                                                            AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 
2. Minutes of the 2017 AGM – for approval (copy pages 3-5). 
3. Matters Arising from these minutes – not otherwise on the agenda. 
4. Chair`s report – Marion Law (copy pages 6-7). 
5. Treasurer`s report – Jo Henderson (copy page 8). 
6. Programme Secretary`s report – Hilary Davies (copy pages 9-10). 
7. Report on RA activities (Shropshire area) – Kate Dyson (copy page 11). 
8. Proposed Amendments to Club Constitution and Rules 

Secretary to report - Current rules attached with proposed amendments 
shown in red –see pages 12-14 . 

9. Proposal for, and Election of, Club Officers and Committee members 
and Ramblers’ Association Delegate -  Chair  - vacant; Vice-Chair-vacant; 
Secretary – vacant;  Treasurer – vacant;  Programme Secretary –Hilary 
Davies will stand again; Ordinary members  – Anne Furlong will stand 
again.  
RA Delegate- Kate Dyson will stand again.  
NB The committee supports the following  nominations for currently 
vacant posts – 
 Chair – Clive Dyson 
 Vice-Chair – Dave Jones 
 Treasurer – Tim Day 
 Secretary -  Marion Law 
 Plus ordinary member Mary Roach 
 
Independent Examiner – to be appointed annually at the AGM. (Rule 6.4). 
- currently Keith Fradgley. 
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10. Short Breaks for 2019 and 2020.  
• 2019 – Lulworth 
• 2020 – What time of the year do members prefer? 

      What area? 
• Would members be interested in a break to Scotland either in 

2019 or 2020 – Clive Dyson to outline his thoughts. (copy proposal 
/ survey attached  pages 16-17). 

 

        
11. Club Meal (replacement of Holly Ramble). Marion Law to report. 

• Any views on an event in 2019 to celebrate the Club’s 50th 
anniversary? 

12. Bridgnorth Rights of Way Association –  report attached page 15 . 
13. Club Donation. 

• Committee recommends £50 to Bridgnorth Rights of Way 
Association 

• Proposal for a further donation(s) to a relevant local organisation 
14. Comments and Suggestions from members – It’s Your Club! 
15. Any Other Business 

     A cup of tea/coffee and light refreshments is offered after the meeting.  

This will be followed by a  “slide show”.     
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BRIDGNORTH AND DISTRICT WALKING CLUB 
ON THURSDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2017 AT BRIDGNORTH LIBRARY. 

PRESENT: 

Marion Law (Chair), Hilary Davies, Tim Day, Clive Dyson, Anne Furlong, Jo Henderson. 

Bob Bosson ,Keith Chandler, Vic Chandler, Peter Cloherty ,Tim Davies, Kate Dyson, Keith 
Fradgley , Ann Hawkins, , Sheena Jenkins, Kate Jones, Jane Pierce ,Jonathan Pierce, Tammy 
Ratoff, Ina Roberts, Yvonne Stride, Ron Vaughan, Ann Wheeler. 

APOLOGIES:  

Dot Cox, Pam Day, Peter Dunkley ,Ruth Dunkley John Goodworth, David Helm, Ian Kidd, Shirley 
Kidd, Mike Page, Eileen Reynolds, Gill Steed . 

1. MINUTES OF 2016 AGM 

The minutes were approved as a correct record.  

2. MATTERS ARISING: 

The Secretary reported that at last year's AGM it was agreed that the minutes should include 
the relevant officers' reports as a matter of record which significantly increased the number of 
pages and was confusing. 

 It was agreed that this practice be discontinued and in future the agenda, minutes and 
associated reports should be archived on the Club website each year. The minutes would 
report the decisions made but not include last year's reports. The minutes would continue to 
be subject to approval at the AGM. 

 

3. CHAIR`S REPORT  

Marion Law’s report was circulated with the agenda. She thanked   the Committee, the Walk 
Leaders and club members in making these activities such a success. 

 

4. TREASURER’S REPORT - 31ST OCTOBER 2016 

Jo Henderson’s report was circulated with the agenda.  

She reported that the Club had 48 members which was 10 less than the previous year and that 
the balance on the Club’s account was £564.30 after allowing for a £70.00 temporary deficit re 
the forthcoming Glenthorne holiday. 
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The accounts had not yet been reviewed by the Independent Examiner as he had been away. 
This would be done and the results reported to the Committee. 

It was recommended that membership subscription be maintained at £10 and this was agreed.  

 

5. PROGRAMME SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Hilary Davies‘s report was circulated with the agenda 

She reported that the walk statistics compared well with previous years and showed an increase 
in the average turnout on walks. In particular, there had been 5 mountain walks (including 2 on 
the Dolgellau short break) and also it was pleasing to note that several new leaders were 
contributing walks to the programme. 

6. THE RAMBLERS - SHROPSHIRE AREA REPORT 

Kate Dyson‘s report was circulated with the agenda. 

She reported that the main focus of most of the area meetings was to promote membership of 
the Ramblers, the organisation of walking festivals and works on multi-use Rights of Way. 

 

7. AMENDMENT OF CLUB CONSTITUTION AND RULES. 

 The Secretary reported that the Committee had undertaken a review and a report was 
submitted setting out their proposals.  

The Revised Club Constitution and Rules was approved and a copy is attached to the minutes. 

 

8. PROPOSALS for, and the ELECTION of, COMMITTEE MEMBERS and OFFICERS and 
RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION DELEGATE. 

Chair: Marion Law agreed to stand again. 

Vice-Chair (new post) Clive Dyson was proposed to fill this position. 

Secretary: Tim Day agreed to stand again 

Treasurer: Jo Henderson agreed to stand again. 

Programme Secretary: Hilary Davies agreed to stand again. 

Ordinary member: Anne Furlong agreed to stand again, Kate Dyson was proposed as a new 
member. 

R.A. Delegate: Kate Dyson agreed to stand again. 

 

All the above proposals were approved. 
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9. APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT EXAMINER 

Keith Fradgley was re-appointed as Independent Examiner. 

 

10. SHORT BREAKS FOR 2018 AND 2019 

Marion Law updated the meeting on arrangements for 2018 (Glenthorne) and Anne Furlong 
indicated that she was undertaking preliminary work on organising a 2019 break in Dorset. 

 

Members would be kept informed as arrangements progressed. 

 

11. BRIDGNORTH RIGHTS OF WAY (P3) GROUP 

Clive Dyson‘s report was circulated with the agenda. 

He reported on the progress that had been made on establishing the Bridgnorth Rights of Way 
Association and on the work that it has and was proposing to undertake. 

12. CLUB DONATION. 

It was agreed to set aside £100 as a form of matched funding to support specific proposals of 
the Bridgnorth Rights of Way Association. The release of this money would be subject to the 
approval of the Committee. 

13. COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS / ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Members were keen to develop the approach of having an alternative walk on the days that the 
main walk was a mountain walk. This, of course, Hilary commented was dependent on enough 
leaders being willing to do this. 

 

Thanks go to Ina Roberts for providing the refreshments. We all appreciated them.   

Following the refreshments Clive Dyson presented a “slide show” – this was enjoyed by all 
present. 
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REPORTS FOR 2018 AGM 
 
 

CHAIR’S REPORT TO BRIDGNORTH & DISTRICT WALKING CLUB 
 

The Club has again had a full programme of fortnightly walks, thanks to Hilary who 
works hard to ensure that we have walks ranging over a wide area, from mountain walks 
to local walks, although unusually we have had to cancel walks on several occasions 
because of a very poor weather forecast.  Thankfully, this is easy to do using modern 
communications and I hope no one has been inconvenienced. 

 

I would like to thank Hilary first and foremost for the work she puts into producing a 
balanced programme and encouraging members to lead walks, without her and the 
leaders there would be no programme and therefore no club. 

 

Two members of the committee are resigning from their posts this year – Jo has been 
Treasurer for at least 10 years, a long enough stint for anyone, so many thanks to her 
for her largely unseen, but very necessary work in keeping the finances in order.  And 
Tim wants to stand down as Secretary but has offered to take on the Treasurer’s post.  I 
would like to thank Tim for the work he has put into this role, which is not always easy 
and is essential to keeping the show on the road.  I am resigning as Chair but have 
offered to remain on the committee in an advisory capacity, especially to a new 
Secretary (not identified at the time of writing).   

 

Anne Furlong has been doing a sterling job in organising our Club “holidays” especially 
those involving bookings with HF.  These have been very enjoyable, but the company is 
not always easy to deal with   More about future plans later on the agenda. 

 

Clive and Kate have made their own contribution via the P3 group set up in partnership 
with Shropshire Council.  I have been particularly pleased we have been able to support 
this activity as it is the first time that the Club has been able to make a direct contribution 
to keeping the footpath network open, and I very much hope that will continue along with 
help from other local organisations. 

 

I would also like to thank Clive for the work he put into clarifying our position in relation 
to club insurance, and to Tim and Clive together in dealing with many other Club 
business and administrative matters. e.g.  Ian Kidd continues, with Clive, to maintain our 
website which is a very important part of the Club’s work. 
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This year we have also started to produce an occasional newsletter which I hope 
members have found interesting in keeping them up to date with Club matters. 

 

Marion Law 

November 2018. 
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BRIDGNORTH AND DISTRICT WALKING CLUB -TREASURERS REPORT 31ST OCTOBER 2018 

I am pleased to report we still have a healthy balance in our Account of £564. 52. 

We had 53 paid up members this year (last year 48) which is very pleasing. 

In view of the credit balance I would recommend we keep the Annual Membership Fee at £10 
per head. 

I was elected as Treasurer in November 2007 and I think the time has come for me to stand 
aside and let someone else take the reins. I shall also be leaving the Committee. 

Jo Henderson 31st October 2018  
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PROGRAMME SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Comments on the Programme Nov 2017 to Nov 2018: 

A successful year of walks showing another increase in the average turnout on walks. We 
have continued to provide a wide variety of walks on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays in every 
month so as not to clash with Telford & East Shropshire Ramblers. The number of walks 
filled the programme but unfortunately this year five walks were postponed due to 
inclement weather. Clive continues to provide the route for most walks on the Galley 
section of our website providing us with the total ascent and hence a more accurate 
classification of the walk grades. These are the grades for the year including the holiday 
break:  

A: 3  B+: 7  B: 11  C+: 5  C: 3 

We were blessed with dry and sunny weather on our 3-day Grasmere holiday so all six of 
the planned walks were successful. 

I am pleased to say that we had 18 different leaders during the year contributing to the 
success of the walks programme so I hope they will continue to offer walks in the coming 
year. We are keeping the membership updated on forthcoming walks both by regular 
emails and the Next Walk feature on our website. 

Hilary Davies 
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WALK STATISTICS 

2017/18 Venue Grade Miles Leader Weather Walkers 

Sun 29 Oct Long Mynd, Betchcott Hills B+ 11.5 Peter Dunkley Dry, cold wind 18 
Sun 12 Nov High Vinalls & Mortimer Forest B+ 9.5 Bob Bosson Heavy showers, fine later 7 
Sun 26 Nov Broseley & Benthall Hall B 8.5 Keith & Tammy  19 
Sun 10 Dec Holly Ramble - Cancelled    Snow & Ice  
Fri 29 Dec Bridgnorth C 6.0 Ina Roberts  3 
Sun 14 Jan Hope Bowdler to Cardington B 9.0 Dave Jones  10 
Sun 28 Jan Brown Clee from Ditton Priors B 8.0 Karen Crawford Dry, mist on top 13 
Sun 11 Feb Kinver Edge B 10.5 Vic & Keith Cold, dry, some sun 16 
Sun 25 Feb Ercall & Wrekin B+ 7.5 Gill Steed Cold but dry & sunny 17 
Sun 11 Mar Spring Ramble - Kemberton C 6.5 Marion Dry overcast 11 
Sun 25 Mar Norton Camp & Stokesay B 8.5 Kate Dyson Dry overcast 20 
Sun 8 Apr Shutlingsloe, Peak District B 8.5 Dot & Eileen Dry overcast 9 
Sun 22 Apr Clun & Offa's Dyke B 10.5 Pam Day Drizzle then dry & cloudy  16 
Sun 29 Apr Hope Valley B+ 7.5 Ian Kidd Dry overcast 10 
Tue 16 May Helvelyn from Thirlmere A 8.0 Dave Jones Sunny 10 
Tue 16 May Little & Great Langdales C+ 8.0 Tim Day Sunny 6 
Wed 17 May Wansfell B+ 6.5 Hilary Sunny 7 
Wed 17 May Wray Castle & Latterbarrow C 7.0 Tim Day Sunny 8 
Thu 18 May Wetherlam & Greenburn Round A 8.0 Pam Day Sunny 9 
Thu 18 May Loughrigg Fell & Coffin Route B 7.5 Marion & Hilary Sunny 4 
Sun 27 May Heath Chapel, Corve Dale C+  Ina Roberts Cancelled thunder  
Sun 10 Jun Ceiriog Valley & Moors B+ 9.0 Dave Jones Hot, sunny & humid 16 
Sun 24 Jun Moelwyns A  Ian Kidd Cancelled personal  
Sun 24 Jun Heath Chapel, Corve Dale C+ 8.5 Ina Roberts Hot, sunny & humid 14 
Sat 7 Jul Cnicht A  Clive Dyson   
Sun 8 Jul Nantlle Ridge A 7.0 Clive Dyson Warm, sunny & breeze 10 
Sun 8 Jul Rhyd-Ddu to Beddgelert C+ 6.0 Anne Wheeler Hot, sunny & humid 7 
Sun 22 Jul Stiperstones Ridge B 9.0 Hilary Sunny, breeze & dry 17 
Sun 29 Jul Carrog to Llangollen B  Ian Kidd Cancelled bad weather  
Sun 12 Aug Ludlow & Mortimer Forest C+ 8.0 Peter Dunkley Drizzle start then fine 13 
Mon 27 Aug Stowe Hill & Offa's Dyke B 8.5 Marion Cloud & some drizzle 10 
Sun 9 Sep Much Wenlock C+ 10.0 Tammy Ratoff Fine & dry 12 
Sun 23 Sep Carrog to Llangollen B  Ian Kidd Cancelled bad weather  
Sun 30 Sep Meifod 3 Hills B+ 8.5 David Jones Fine & dry 16 
Sun 7 Oct Bewdley & Wyre Forest C+  Anne Furlong Cancelled heavy rain  
Sun 21 Oct Hopesay Hill & Burrow Fort B 8.0 Kate Dyson Dry chilly 13 

       
 Total miles  194.5  Total walkers 297.0 
 Number of Walks  23.0  Number of Walks 23.0 
 Average miles  8.5  Average walkers 12.9 
 Total miles including break  239.5  Total walkers incl break 341.0 
 Number of Walks  29.0  Number of Walks 29.0 
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REPORT OF RAMBLERS SHROPSHIRE AREA COUNCIL MEETINGS 2017-18 
The Ramblers continue to hold four Area Council meetings each year and the next AGM will be held 26th 
January 2019, 2pm at the Beacon Centre, Market Drayton. 

Membership nationally of the Ramblers is down 2% whilst the membership of Shropshire Area has 
increased, as has the membership of Shrophire Young Ramblers. 

Area Council continues to monitor footpaths in the county and actively tries to ensure that Rights of Way 
are maintained. Issues continue with farmers failing to maintain footpaths through cropped fields and it 
has been requested that crops planted across rights of way should be reported early in the 2019 summer 
season. Shropshire Council will then try to ensure that farmers re-establish the footpath.  

The Ramblers are working with the Government to advise councils to support P3 groups and to 
encourage the establishment of new groups. 

The Shropshire Young Ramblers have been successful in gaining new members partly due to increased 
use of social media. They advertise walks on Facebook and offer shorter/easier, new-member walks to 
try to attract new members. 

A walk leadership training programme has been developed in Scotland. It is likely that this will be rolled 
out in England. Shropshire Ramblers have put in an expression of interest to help pilot the scheme. It 
may well be promoted as a ‘kite mark’ scheme for walk leaders. It will involve training people from 
county areas who will then train interested walk leaders. It is likely to be a one-day training session. The 
scheme will not be mandatory for walk leaders and it will not have insurance implications. The aim will 
be to share best practice with new leaders. 

Finally, it has been pointed out that if you are leading a walk you must not use railway crossings that 
have been formally closed as this is illegal.  

 

Kate Dyson 

November 2018. 
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BRIDGNORTH AND DISTRICT WALKING CLUB 

CONSTITUTION AND RULES (as at November 20187) 

1. Title 

1.1 The Club shall be called `The Bridgnorth and District Walking Club` 

2. Aims 

2.1 To encourage walking in the countryside by providing a range of graded walks usually 
between 7 and 14 miles long covering some lowland walks, many hill walks and a few mountain 
walks.  

2.2 To support all members of the Club in their enjoyment of walking and the countryside.  

2.3 To assist in the preservation of public footpaths. 

3. Membership 

3.1 Interested persons are welcome to come on any walk suitable to their ability, after which 
they will be invited to join the Club. There is a small membership fee to cover Insurance, 
website and administration of Club Business.  

3.2 All persons booking club holidays /short breaks must be club members at the time of 
booking and at the time of taking the holiday. Non-members will not be permitted on organised 
holiday walks. 

3.3 New members will be asked to complete the Membership Application Form with their 
contact details and the Club Secretary will hold an up to date Membership list.  

3.4 The Club has the following categories of membership. 

• Ordinary Member 
• Student Member 
• Social Member 
• Longstanding Social Member – a longstanding member who no longer is able to join in 

walks may be invited by the Committee to retain their membership by use of this 
category 

• Honorary Member – to be awarded by a decision of an AGM to a member who has made  
and / or continues to make a significant contribution to the Club 

4. Annual General Meeting 

4.1The Annual General Meeting will be held on any date in November, and at least 14 days 
notice of the date, time and place shall be given to all members. A Quorum will be 3 officers of 
the Club and 3 other members. 

4.2 An Extraordinary General Meeting will be convened at the request of not less than 6 
members, in writing to the Secretary, and at least 14 days notice of a time, date and place and 
of the business to be transacted will be given to all members. A quorum will be 6 members. 

4.3 Amendments to this Constitution can only be made by the Majority vote at an Annual or 
Extraordinary General meeting. Every member will receive a copy of this Constitution and be 
bound by it in relation to any Club activities.  
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5. Club Committee 

5.1 The Committee will comprise; the Chair, Vice –Chair, Secretary, Programme Secretary and 
Treasurer, plus up to 3 ordinary members to support the work of the Committee.  

5.2 The Committee will have the power to appoint co-opt members to fill vacancies that remain 
or occur between general meetings.  

5.3 The Committee may also co-opt up to two additional members for a period up to the date of 
the next AGM. 

5.43 The Committee will be elected at the Annual General Meeting or at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting. 

5.54 Committee meetings will be held as deemed necessary by the Chair and convened by the 
Secretary. A quorum will be 3 officers of the Club.  

5.65 If an officer vacancy arises between general meetings the Committee will have the power 
to fill such a vacancy. Members will be notified when such decisions are made. 

 

6. Subscriptions and financial arrangements.  

6.1 The annual membership subscription will be decided by the AGM and will be due by 1st 
January. Members not having paid by the 28th February will be regarded as lapsed and taken off 
the membership list.  

6.2 Students and social members (ie members who do not walk but want to attend any social 
events offered by the Club) shall pay half the annual subscription. Honorary and Longstanding 
Social members are not required to pay a subscription. 

  

6.3 The Club`s financial year will end on 31st October. The Treasurer will provide a report to the 
AGM on the Club`s finances for the preceding year. 

6.4 An Independent Examiner must be appointed at each AGM to undertake a review of the 
Club’s financial records each year. 

6.5 Members who recce a walk may claim expenses for fuel at the normal rate for mileage 
exceeding 80 miles for the return journey, either taken from Bridgnorth or their starting point, 
whichever is the shorter. This claim includes total mileage of two journeys if a second recce is 
deemed necessary.  

 

 

7.Privacy Policy and Data Protection. 

7.1 The Club holds members’ email addresses, phone numbers and postal addresses 
electronically. This information is used to contact individual members in relation to Club 
activities and administration. None of this information will be passed to third parties. 

7,2 if a member no longer wishes the Club to hold their personal contact information, the 
Secretary should be contacted and the data will be deleted. The member will then be deemed 
to have resigned from the Club as the member will no longer be contactable. 
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87. Club Rules for Walks  

87.1 The Committee, Programme Secretary or relevant walk leader may change the walk on the 
programme according to the circumstances or weather prevailing at the time.  

87.2 A member who has agreed to plan and lead a walk should make their best efforts to do so 
or if possible arrange for another Club member to do so. The Programme Secretary must be 
informed of any such changes. 

87.3 Members and visitors taking part in Club activities do so entirely at their own risk. Neither 
the Club nor its elected officers or leaders will accept responsibility for any personal accident or 
loss of property.  

87.4 Members are expected to be suitably equipped for the days walking. Any Leader who is of 
the opinion that a member or visitor is not adequately equipped may refuse to allow that 
person to take part in the walk.  

87.5 Members and visitors should observe Countryside Code for walks in hill/mountain country. 
(Note: Information on the Countryside Code can be found on the Natural England website. They 
say; “The Countryside Code applies to all parts of the countryside. Most of it is just good common sense, 
designed to help us all to respect, protect and enjoy our countryside.”) 

87.6 Walk Leaders will be responsible for ensuring that an appropriate first aid kit is carried on 
all walks. If they do not possess one of their own they are responsible for obtaining one from 
the Club and for returning this at the end of their walk. 

87.7 The Committee have the right to suspend membership on a breach of these rules, or any 
other action prejudicial to the well-being of the Club.  

87.8 No dogs may be brought on walks. 

98. Affiliation  

98.1 The Club is affiliated to the Ramblers` Association and a representative will be appointed at 
the AGM to the Shropshire Area Council of the RA.  

109. Dissolution of the Club 

109.1 If it ever became necessary for the Club to be dissolved this should be resolved by a 
majority of the members at an AGM or Extraordinary General Meeting.  

109.21 Any remaining monies in the Club Bank account, once all expenses have been paid, 
should be donated to an appropriate charity.  
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Page 1 of 1   BWC report 18 11 01.docx 

Bridgnorth and District Rights of Way Association 
2018 Report to Bridgnorth Walking Club 

The Rights of Way Association has had a successful first year. We would like to thank the 
Walking Club for its financial support of £100, which has been used towards the purchase of 
equipment and ongoing running costs. 
We also received a £200 start up grant and a grant of £200 towards our 2018 costs from 
Shropshire Council. It also provided us a with a brush cutter and training on its use. 
During the year: 

• 32 people have been on working groups – out of 42 members. 

• 244 man-hours of work have been completed. 

• The majority of paths in the Bridgnorth Parish have been cleared at least once. 

• Steps and a ballasted path built up most of the slope above Daniel’s Mill. 

• Once a blocked path has been cleared it tends to be kept open by people using it, 
which is very encouraging. 

• The Walking, Running and Cycling Clubs have all been involved – it has been great 
to see everyone contributing to work with a common benefit. 

• An operational web site, Facebook presence and necessary admin are all in place. 

• Personal accident insurance (provided by Shropshire Council) has been reinstated. 
I’d like to thank all of you who have contributed for your effort and support. 
Have a look at our web site (https://bridgnorthrightsofway.weebly.com/) to see more infor-
mation and photos of our work. 
We look forward to seeing you, and any other interested members of the Walking Club, on 
future working groups. 
Clive Dyson, Chair 
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NOTE FROM CLIVE DYSON 

 

Bridgnorth	and	District	Walking	Club	

Potential	Scottish	Holiday	
We recently asked if members would be interested in a trip to Scotland. I’ve had a a number of members 
express an interest in this and ask for more details. 

It’s most likely that we will initially arrange a ‘smaller’ trip for anything from 4 to 16 members lasting 
from 4 to 7 nights, to make the journey worthwhile. This could be in Autumn 2019 or Autumn 2020, 
probably around September. Alternatively, if there were a lot of interest, we could hold the 2020 annual 
holiday in Scotland. In either case, a range of easier and harder walks would be possible. 

I’d recommend a base somewhere in the Central Highlands or on the west coast, possibly between 
Torridon and Ullapool. The latter has exceptional walking, at the cost of a longer journey. 

For a large group / annual holiday we would use hotel-grade accommodation with (mainly) en-suite 
rooms and half board. For a smaller group, we could either use a hotel or high-quality, self-catering 
accommodation. Both types of accommodation are available across the Highlands. 

Potential venues, as examples only, might be: 

Crianlarich,	at	the	head	of	the	Tay	

The Crianlarich Hotel (http://www.crianlarich-hotel.co.uk/) is close to the station, so people could arrive 
by train. Bed and breakfast would cost (before any group discount) about £350 for 4 nights for 2 people 
(double occupancy). That is about £44 per person per night for bed and breakfast. I have asked for prices 
for a group with half-board. 

Crianlarich gives access to a wide range of walking, in the Trossachs, Tay Valley, Rannoch Moor, Glen Coe 
and on the coast around Oban. The hotel may offer transport to and from walks by minibus, and you 
could take the train to Oban or Fort William so there are lots of opportunities for days out if you want to 
skip a day’s walking. 
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Torridon,	west	coast	

The Thrail House, Ben Damph estate (http://www.bendamph.com/thrail-house) is at the other end of 
the spectrum of what I might suggest for a small group. It sleeps eight, with one en-suite room and three 
other twin rooms with a shared family bathroom. It costs £1,120 per week (£140 per person with 8 
people). Those having the en-suite room might pay a little more than others. 

Typically, on four nights in the week two people might cook dinner and we might eat out on the other 
evenings. 

Survey	
I’d like to hear opinions on what is of most interest to members. It could be anything between a full club 
holiday (in 2020) and a trip for a smaller group. 

There are three specific questions on which I would appreciate your views. Please tick one or more of the 
answers in each section: 

Type	of	trip?	
¨ A club holiday to Scotland in 2020, as the usual annual holiday, offering a range of mountain and 

lowland walks. 

¨ A smaller group, in addition to the annual holiday, but still offering a range of mountain and lowland 
walks. 

¨ A trip targeted towards mountain walks for a small group of more adventurous members. 

¨ None of the above, if, for example, you do not want to travel such a distance. 

Location?	
¨ Central Highlands, between Oban and Perth. Crianlarich as an example. 

¨ North-West Highlands, around Torridon and Skye. Torridon as an example. 

Accommodation?	
¨ Hotel / equivalent to HF accommodation, with mainly en suite rooms and all meals provided. 

¨ Large (or small) house with mainly en suite rooms, but with self-catering. A few people would cater 
for each evening meal and you would only need to help with one evening during the trip. 

 

 

Clive Dyson 

 


