BRIDGNORTH & DISTRICT WALKING CLUB

The Annual general Meeting of the Bridgnorth Walking Club was held on Thursday 21
November 2024 at 7.30pm at the Bridgnorth Library.

Present: Pam Day, Hilary Davies, Martin Howitt, Anne Furlong, Vicky Kokumo, Eileen Reynolds, Ina
Roberts, Dot Cox, Marion Law, Vic Chandler, Keith Chandler, Clive Dyson, Keith Fradgley, John Bourne,
Rachel McKenzie, Gill Steed

Apologies: Peter Dunkley, Cathy Stanley, Linda Hollins, Jo Henderson, Sue Yardley, Anne Wheeler,
Mary Loach, Bob Bosson, Ron Vaughan, lan Kidd, Shirley Kidd, Kate Dyson, Tammy Ratoff, Geoff
Hibbs, Bob Coughlan, Bob Corbett

1. Minutes of the 2023 AGM - Pam Day proposed, Gill Steed seconded. All agreed as a true
record.
o No matters arising

2. Chair’s Report, Pam Day
Pam paid special thanks to Hilary Davies for the wonderful work she has done as Programme
Secretary over the last 14 years. Her efficiency and encyclopedic knowledge of the area has
continually produced an interesting and varied walks programme. The short walks have
been successful and the Wrekin Thursday walks which lapsed for a bit restarted today with a
splendid walk led by Clive Dyson. Pam thanked Deb Leith for organising a successful
Christmas evening at the Down in 2023, Hilary Davies and Karen Crawford for a very
enjoyable Mince Pie walk ending at the Bull’s Head, Chelmarsh and, Eileen Reynolds for
organising an excellent meal at the Eagle and Serpent for our Annual Spring Lunch after a
very soggy walk at Kinlet. The holiday at the Tankerville Arms, Wooler, Northumberland was
very successful with 19 members enjoying walking or sightseeing.
Pam thanked Karen Crawford for all the work she has done in setting up the social media,
and continually updating the Facebook page with photos of our walks and upcoming walks.
Pam thanked the Treasurer Martin Howitt who despite his health issues has continued to
produce accounts with professionalism and commitment.
Pam said the website needed updating but she encouraged members to take a look as there
was useful information.
Pam paid tribute to Dave Evans who contributed a lot to the life of the club by sharing his
passion for walking and enthusiasm for mountains. He will be remembered with sadness and
humour. In memory of Dave, Clive led a walk ascending Arenig Fawr. On the summit there
was a candle, leek, a toast in coffee and water and lots of humour.
Pam said we are low on walk leaders and encouraged anyone who is interested and would
like to go on a recce with a walk leader to contact Pam, Gill or a committee member. Pam
ended by thanking all the committee members for their commitment throughout the year.

3. Treasurer’s Report, Martin Howitt
Martin presented and explained the accounts. Pam thanked Martin for all his work as
Treasurer over the last 12months. Keith Fradgley said he had examined the accounts and
they were fine. Clive had also matched everything. Keith proposed and Clive seconded, the
accounts were unanimously accepted.



Pam thanked Keith for examining the reports.
Programme Secretary’s report, Hilary Davies
Hilary stated that walks have returned to pre-covid times with greater diversity and travelling
further afield. She thought the short and social and tougher Thursday walks had added to
the breadth of walks for the club.
e Short and Leisurely — Marion Law said for her they were a valuable contribution to
the club.

Holiday Report, Gill Steed
Marion thanked Pam and Gill for accompanying her to hospital (in Northumberland), and Vic
Chandler for her excellent first aid prior to attending hospital.
Future Holidays
e Killin, Scotland has 14 members booked for May.
e HF Exmoor has 19 members booked for September. Vicky Kokumo and Eileen
Reynolds have offered to organise the walks.

Ramblers Activities

Marion Law explained that the Bridgnorth Walking Group were affiliated to the Ramblers for
walk insurance purposes. The Shropshire Ramblers Area is struggling. They have no chair or
secretary and the work load is falling on Anne Suffolk as area Vice Chair, she is also the Chair
of Telford & East Shropshire Ramblers. Any changes would be reported next year.

Proposals for Election of Club Officers and committee members

Chair: Pam Day — proposed by Gill Steed, seconded by Dot Cox and unanimously agreed
Vice Chair: Vicky Kokumo — proposed by Pam Day, seconded by Clive Dyson and unanimously
agreed (Vicky is also looking after Facebook)

Secretary: Gill Steed — proposed by Anne Furlong, seconded by Vicky Kokumo — all agreed
Treasurer: Clive Dyson - Eileen Reynolds proposed, Hilary Davies seconded — all agreed
Programme Secretary: Kate Dyson — Gill Steed proposed, Anne Furlong seconded - all
agreed. Hilary will continue until this current programme ends and Kate will be putting
together the programme for March 2025.

Ordinary Members: Anne Furlong is standing down and Pam thanked her for the huge
amount she has contributed to the committee including as a walk leader and organising
many wonderful club holidays. Anne also helps with the short and social walks.

Eileen Reynolds, Vic Chandler and Dot Cox agreed to stand — Clive Dyson proposed and Pam
seconded — all agreed

Independent Examiner: Keith Fradgley was re-elected.

Comments and suggestions:
e Dot Cox asked for a First Aid Course. St John’s Ambulance or the Red Cross was
suggested. To be put on the agenda for the committee meeting in January.
e Spring Navigation skills and walk leader course for map readers to be put on the
agenda for the committee meeting.

The meeting was declared closed at 8.20pm



